AGENCY FOR CULTURAL AFFAIRS (BUNKA-CHO)

3.2-2, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100. Japan

Coble Address: MONBUNKA TOKYO

November, 1 '79

Ilrs. Keren Zien, Curator,

The childéren's ITuseum

The Jamcica way, Boston 02130,
Iassachusetts. U.S.A.

Dear Mrs.Kcren Zien

It is my pleasure to send you the introduction about

KYORACHIYA, town house in Kyoto, which you asked me

-

day. Excuse me for being late.

Yours faithfully,

Kakichi Suzuki
Directer
Archifecture Division.

the other
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LYOMACHIYA-Tovn House in Kyoto

Kyoto used to be the capital of Japan for :bout one thouscnd
years, from the &th througch the 19th century. ¥YCOIIACHIY!., the
dwelling house of its citizen, has the oldest history of towm houses
in Jopin, ¢nd is the most elegont excmple.

Its foor »lonning, exterior design and so on have had no little
effect on tovm houses elsevwhere in Japin, @nd it has become a model
of town house crchitecture.

Each tovn house wos built meking the most of its long «nd
slender lot allotted to it, the shoter side focing the strecet, wnd
on both sides of it similar type houces stood in a row closely
adjoining each other. _ 8m$§£

The fundomental ground floor plimning of RYUIL_CHIYM vig

that 7
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IISHNOMA (a sales room), INMA (a living room) :nd KYARUMA (a guest

room) were arringed in order from the front to the bock along
seNKAN? TORINIWA (a corridor with en ecrth floor). TORINIWA was not only =
//path to the back yard, but also a kitchen with a well and a cooking
stove.

The partitions between MISENONA, IMA, which was also used as
a dining room, ond TORINIWA were shoji (paper sliding doors); so,
if necessary, they could use these rooms and the cearth floor en
bloc removing the shoji.

The partition between KYAKUMA and TORINIWA was a mud wall,
because KYAKUNMA was also used &s a bed room, but the room wis used
to be coupled with IMA to make a larger space. Sometimes the three
rooms, NMISENONMA, IMA and KYAKUNMA were used as a vwide space removing
the partitions. FUSUMA

llere we cen observe the clever cnd skillful floor planning to
secure the most effective use of the limited lot.

In about the 16th century, a garret came to be built above the

.MISENOMA to be used as a store or a dwelling room for empleyees,

which was by and by developed to involve three rooms seme =5 the
ground floor.
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The inner room, facing the back yard, wus the guest room which
had TOKONOMA (an alcove to place flowers cnd henging pictures) wnd
CHIGLID/NA(a orncmental chelf), and wi's the most becutiful room,
v S

The front two rooms vwere kept «s gurrets with lower ceilings.
In Jepan, as moarchants and,afaftme living in & city were given

UM
a lover status than samurai uA%er the feudal system, they were o-

N

bliscd to make a plain living. It is why they never decorated the
exterior of their houses, but made the interior of each room, es-
pecially ZASHIKI (g m2in room), comparcble to that of stcmurai's

houses.

This house, built in the middle of the 1S5th century, is a
tipical exomple of such KYONMACHIYA.

¥Yokichi SUAUKI

Director, Architecture Division.
Cultural Frceperties Protection Department,
Agency for Cultural Affcirs.

Born in 1¢28
Architect, Doctor of Engineering

main books

"HHORYOJI temple”

"Sturcture end Techniocue of wncient
architectural monuments in Japan®
"History of medieval . rchiteeture in
Japen"

o MORAL —— <HRONE2E EQUVA \erFe o
BUDPETN KNioHTe  — Who
oWl his alleoganeg TO
TLUECAL LD,



